
Dinyar Patel is a PhD candidate in the Department of History. His dissertation is on the evolution 

of the political philosophy of Dadabhai Naoroji (1825-1917), a prominent early Indian 

nationalist leader and the first Indian elected to the British Parliament (in 1892). In 1906, Naoroji 

publicly declared swaraj or Indian self-government to be the goal of the Indian National 

Congress. Dinyar's dissertation traces the development of this declaration through Naoroji's early 

economic work, his engagement with semi-autonomous Indian princely states, and attempts to 

build alliances for Indian reform with British Liberals and socialists. He has just returned to 

Harvard after three years of archival research in India and the United Kingdom where he was 

supported by an IIE Fulbright-Nehru and Fulbright Hays DDRA fellowship.  

 

Dinyar's articles on the Indian history and Indian archival affairs have appeared in the New York 

Times India Ink, The Hindu, and Himal Southasia. He is the co-editor with Mushirul Hasan of 

From Ghalib's Dilli to Lutyens' New Delhi: A Documentary Record (Oxford University Press, 

2013), a collection of edited primary sources from the National Archives of India pertaining to 

the construction of the city of New Delhi. Along with S.R. Mehrotra, he is coediting Dadabhai 

Naoroji: Selected Private Papers (Oxford University Press, forthcoming 2014).   

 


